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Don is a registered paramedic and a senior lecturer in the Bachelor of Health Science 
program for Paramedics at Whitireia. With a clinical background as an Intensive Care and 

Extended Care Paramedic, he has worked in metropolitan, rural, and flight settings. Don's 
current focus is on the application of clinical skills in urgent situations and the human 

factors that influence decision-making in this setting, helping to prepare paramedics for 
effective practice in high-pressure environments. Don has collaborated with FENZ as part 

of the initial co-responder training scheme and has also served as a peer supporter for 
firefighters responding to medical calls.

This presentation will include:
•  Recognition of burns and their severity

•  Factors affecting burn severity
•  Recognising and managing smoke and heat inhalation injuries

•  Priorities for managing patients with burns
•  Managing burn injuries.
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