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Dr Tess Moeke-Maxwell leads Kaupapa Māori Research projects on behalf of Te Ārai’s Kāhui 
Kaumātua advisory group to improve end of life and palliative care for Māori who have 
serious illness and their whānau (family, including extended family). Tess and her team use 
Arts-based Knowledge Translation methods to disseminate research findings to whānau 
Māori and health professionals. Tess is a member of the Ministry of Health’s newly formed 
Palliative Care Advisory Group.

Dr. Gemma Aburn is a member of the Te Ārai Palliative and End of Life Care research group, 
and established and leads the Child & Youth Health Collaborative in the School of Nursing. 
Gemma has a special interest in integrating clinical care, research and education to optimise 
service delivery for tamariki and whānau, ensuring equitable access to palliative care. 

This presentation will explore how integrating a Te Āo Māori (Māori worldview) and tikanga 
(cultural customs) into the provision of paediatric palliative care in Aotearoa can ensure 
cultural safety and awareness, and enhance quality clinical care delivery for children and 
their whānau.
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