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Stella (Ngāi Tūhoe, Whakatōhea, Te Whānau-a-Apanui, Ngāti Whakaue) is a māmā, partner, 
kaiwhakaruruhau-ā-iwi, kairangahau, Kaitūao and community volunteer. She is active in several Eastern Bay of 
Plenty trusts and is passionate about addressing inequities and promoting change.

Jackie focuses her research on social justice, equity, and care for structurally disadvantaged people.

Merryn, originally from the UK, is Co-Director of the Te Ārai Research Group. Together with Stella and Jackie, she 
co-led the Experiences of Underserved Communities in Palliative Care project.

The Te Ārai Research Group, commissioned by Te Whatu Ora, gathered insights from underserved communities 
to guide palliative care policy and practice. The resulting report highlights nine communities, reviews Māori and 
Pacific experiences, and introduces He Tapu Te Tangata—a model for delivering respectful, culturally safe care.

This presentation will share key findings and invite discussion on improving access and equity in palliative care.
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